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Sir Valentine Chirol on Occident
and Orient

IF Dr. Hu Shih finds the difference between the East and the West
in the intellectual tradition. Sir Valentine Chirol, one of the most
competent students of the Orient and the Occident, finds it
fundamentally in race, or rather colour. In his book, The Occident
and the Orient^ he says: "The discords and conflicts within the
Occident are many and grievous, but the nations that they divide
all belong, broadly speaking, to the same type of civilization; and
in the fact that they are all partners in that civilization I see sure
ground for hoping and believing that those discords and conflicts
will be assuaged and will finally disappear under the healing influ-
ence of time and by the development of new processes of inter-
national agreement. Between the Occident and the Orient, on the
other hand, there is no such bond of a common civilization. On the
contrary, the discords and conflicts which divide them arise out of
a clash of different and in many respects mutually antagonistic
civilizations, and the phase upon which they are now entering may
be roughly described as a general movement of revolt throughout
the Orient against the ascendency of the Occident on the plea
either that it has learned all that the Occident can teach it or that the
lessons of the Occident are a snare and a delusion. The real signifi-
cance, I think, of this revolt is that behind it there is the stirring of
the ancient world forces long dormant in the Orient, but reawaken-
ing once more under the masterful impact of our modern Western
civilization. That awakening assumes many different and sometimes
conflicting shapes, for though we may regard the Orient as a whole
and the Occident as a whole in so far as they stand for distinct types